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FROM PASTOR REBECCA 
 

Dear sisters and brothers, 
 

I’m not sure how it happens, but somehow Fall always finds a way 

to sneak up on me. And this year especially, I am totally not ready. 

I have and will continue to try and keep in mind the picture of the 

waves crashing on the beach from my vacation just a few days ago 

as I head into what I am sure is going to be another joyful, yet crazy 

year with all of you. 
 

The coming of Fall this year, also brings with it some changes, 

including the one that probably feels the biggest to all of us:  the 

move to ONE worship service at 9:30 a.m. beginning on 

September 9th.  Since I can remember, this conversation has been 

part of the backdrop of my time here. And it hasn’t always been a 

pleasant one for lots of different reasons. I’m not sure what made 

now seem like the right time to make this move, but I know from 

listening to council members, that it was time to make some kind of 

decision or to simply stop talking about it. And so the vote was made 

at the annual meeting to move to one service.  
 

There were lots of reasons not to make the move:  worship times 

would change and they might be less convenient, Sunday School 

would have to figure out a new time to meet, the potential of 

members choosing to go somewhere else, not having as many 

options to offer our neighbors, etc. You get the idea. And if I am 

honest, I too had pretty mixed feelings about the decision. But here 

is the place I have come to after living with the decision for a few 

months:  there are always lots of reasons not to try things and if we 

let our fears or uncertainties hold us back, nothing will ever get done 

and we might miss our opportunity to grow or create something new. 
 

I believe God has been with us thus far in our journey together and 

I trust that God will continue to be present with us as we move 

forward with this new time for worship. Is it going to be perfect? 

No. Will everyone be happy all the time? No. But is it worth the risk 

anyway because of the potential new creation that could result from 

it? Yes. So give it a try. Put aside your fears, all the reasons you are 

resistant and dare to change and grow with your POP family. 
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KEEPING YOU INFORMED 
 

Called to order at 7:02. Present: Pastor Rebecca, Dave Freund, Bob 

Barzycki, Eileen Kiener, Mike Freas, Debbie LaBounty, Denise 

Myers and Alex Suto. Excused: Don Fuerst and John Kling. 
 

Motion to accept the secretary’s minutes as amended made by Bob 

and seconded by Mike. Carried. Pastor’s report: 2 hospital visits, 3 

funerals, 0 weddings, 1 upcoming Baptism and 8 pastoral visits. 

New administrator Shavonne has started training. Project goals 

include computerizing records, updating directory, newsletter and 

parish rolls review. 7/15 is the picnic at the park with St. Patrick’s. 

FoPoP will be looking to improve relations with St. Patrick’s and 

determine how we want to proceed with communications and 

coordination. Pastor is looking to carve out time to do some long-

range planning. Motion to accept by Denise and seconded by Bob. 

Carried. 
 

Unfinished business:  Debi Donogher is working on audits. 

Administrator has been hired. Organ update: waiting for a formal 

quote from Arnold Organ Co. Membership conversation: letter will 

go out reminding of change in service times for fall. Also 6-month 

giving statements will be distributed. Block party: postponed to next 

year. More expensive than anticipated and more planning is needed.  

CODES picnic is 8/24 at LaBounty’s house. Comedy night is set for 

9/28. Doors open at 6:30 and the show begins at 8. Donation of 

baskets for the raffle would be appreciated as well as help selling 

pre-sale tickets after services. 
 

New business:  Council retreat: interest has been expressed in a part 

two continuing last year’s activity. Debbie to check available dates 

with the moderator. Pancake breakfast sponsored by the council will 

be 10/12. Mike to organize.  Business restructure: discussion will 

take place on 8/8 at LaBounty’s in a brain storming session since 

current division format does not seem to be working. Driveway: 

Dave working with village of Depew on a formal agreement on 

driveway maintenance. Motion to adjourn by Debbie and seconded 

by Mike. Carried. Next meeting: 9/12/18. 
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WELCOME SHAVONNE! 
 

My name is Shavonne Hannon Kruszynski 

and I am the new Parrish Administer. I 

would like to formally introduce myself and 

share some information.  
 

I was born and raised in Jamestown, NY 

where I attended First Lutheran Church. 

Growing up I would spend my summers at 

LCLC and soon became a staff member and 

director during college. My brothers are 

Lutheran Pastors, Scott is at St. John in 

Williamsville and Shawn is at Hope 

Lutheran in Arcade. My family currently 

attends my brother Scott’s church in Williamsville.  

I attended Edinboro University and received a bachelor in 

communications in 2011. It was there that I met my husband and 

after graduation moved to Clarence, NY. We were married in 

September, 2014, we have a 6-year-old beagle, Tyson, and two 

small children, Keegan who is 3 and McKinley who is 8 months.  
 

I am very excited to be working with your congregation. Please feel 

free to contact me with any questions or concerns.   

 

WELCA 
 

With all the heat and humidity, it is hard to begin thinking about 

autumn.  But it will be here before we know it.  WELCA will 

reconvene its meetings on Monday, September 17th at 7:00 pm.  The 

agenda will include planning for the remainder of 2018, desserts (of 

course!) and an easy fall craft project.  All ladies of POP are invited.  

Please come and join us! 
 

We wrapped up the first half of 2018 with a picnic in June.  The food 

was catered and we had plenty of it.  The TV trivia game revealed 

how much television our members watch.  After a lot of laughs and 

great fellowship, everyone left with a prize and in most cases some 

food leftovers. Janet Koch, our former president, and her Texas 

family were back in Buffalo in July.  It was good to see her in church 
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again and spend some time catching up over lemonade on the 

linoleum.  We especially enjoyed all the pictures and stories about 

her granddaughter Shaylee. 
 

As previously noted in the weekly bulletin, our WELCA ladies 

made the news in the Evangel-Lines, the newsletter of the Women 

of the Upstate NY Synod.  A nice article regarding the Spring 

Assembly hosted at POP included kudos to Pastor Rebecca for 

leading the program centered on a thoughtful prayer life.  A copy of 

the newsletter is posted on our WELCA bulletin board. Again, thank 

you to all who have continued to support our community outreach 

project for Lancaster Manor.  We have provided them with an 

overabundance of toiletries/small items and magazines. 
 

Last but not least, the WELCA Niagara Frontier and Southwestern 

Conferences are presenting a program entitled “Unwrapping our 

Spiritual Gifts” on Saturday, September 22, 2018 at St. Paul’s 

Lutheran Church in Ellicottville. The program begins at 9:30 am and 

concludes at 3:30 pm.  Cost per person is $20.00 which includes 

lunch.  The guest speaker will be Pete Hill, member of the Cayuga 

Nation/Heron Clan.  The discussion will include discovering our 

individual spirituality, exploring Native American spirituality, and 

celebrating the Holy Spirit in worship and fellowship as women of 

faith.  A sign-

up sheet is 

posted on the 

WELCA 

bulletin board 

for those ladies 

interested in 

attending.  All women are welcome. Driving directions and carpool 

arrangements will be provided prior to the event.  Payment should 

be given to Barb Dittenhauser or Naomi Norton no later than August 

26th.  Please make checks payable to “Women of the ELCA”. I hope 

you enjoy the remainder of our summer and look forward to seeing 

you at one of our events in September.   
 

Respectfully submitted, Darlene Schwenk, President 
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SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL  
 

The first day of Sunday School will be September 9, 2018 at 10:30 

a.m. after church as we participate in Storytelling Sunday with 

interactive 

stations, games, 

and Bible 

stories. This 

event is for 

God’s children 

old or young, so 

please join us!  

On September 16 we will have Sunday School for 3 years olds to 6th 

grade. Confirmation for 7&8th graders. Any child who will be 3 

years old by December 1, 2018 will be enrolled in Sunday School. 

When your child was baptized you promised to raise him or her in 

the Christian Faith. Let your family at Prince of Peace help you do 

that! 

 

CONGREGATIONAL DIRECTORY UPDATES 
 

A new church directory will be printed at the end of September. 

Please take a look at the draft directory that is hanging on the Parish 

Life bulletin board and pencil any changes that will need to be noted. 
 

Please make the following changes to your current directory: 

Conrad Walters Jr. now resides at 6231 Tonawanda Creek 

Rd., Apt. 202, Lockport, NY 14094.  His phone number is 438-7245 

Dona Grzybek is now at Garden Gate Health Care Facility, 

2365 Union Rd., Cheektowaga, NY 14227. 

Sandra King now resides at 105 Olean St., East Aurora, NY 

14052. Her phone number is 714-6213. 

Darlene Schwenk is now an associate member. 

Please also remove Hedy Bellomo and Carol Hanes who died. 
 

LECTOR TRAINING/MEETING 
 

All lectors are invited to join a training class on September 23rd at 

9:00 a.m. before worship. Training and other details will be 

discussed. If you have any questions, please contact Glenn Kraebel.  
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ADULT RETREAT 
 

September 21 - 23 Prince of Peace will be joining other adults from 

the area for a retreat at Lake Chautauqua Lutheran Center.  There 

will be opportunities during the retreat to relax, engage in Bible 

study, worship, and explore the Chautauqua area.  The facility we is 

handicap accessible and there are a few people willing to provide 

rides.  Talk to Scott LaBounty if you are interested. 

 

BUILDING USAGE PACKETS 
 

Building usage packets have been sent out for use in securing the 

building for September 2018 – August 2019.    Please note that all 

events scheduled to take place here at POP must be requested in 

writing and approved by the office at least 2 weeks in advance.  If 

you have not received a packet, but are interested in scheduling an 

event for an organization or yourself, applications are available in 

the church office. If you have any questions, please contact 

Shavonne in the church office.  

 

COMEDY NIGHT! 
 

Friday, September 28th is our Comedy Night Event.  This will be 

held at Rob’s Comedy Playhouse at 1340 N. Forest Road in 

Williamsville.  Plan on an evening of fun, laughs and chances to win 

some nice prizes as basket raffles and a 50/50 raffle will be 

held.  Tickets are $25.00 per person (or buy 4 and get the 5th free) 

which includes the cost of the show as well as two cocktails.  Tickets 

will be sold after Sunday services or you can contact Debi Donogher 

(or any other council member) for them.  All proceeds will benefit 

our general fund. 
 

You can be a part of helping this to be a successful event for us as 

well!  Feel free to sign out tickets to sell to your friends, neighbors 

and co-workers.  We are also looking for donations for the Basket 

Raffle and/or anything that can be live auctioned at the event (an 

autographed item, tickets to an event, etc).  See Debi Donogher with 

your contribution.  This promises to be a great evening of fun for 

adults so JOIN US AND BRING YOUR FRIENDS TOO!!! 
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SERVERS IN WORSHIP – SEPTEMBER 2018 
 

September 2 – 9:45 a.m. 

Acolyte: Rachael Fuerst 

Lector:  Michelle Kraebel 

Altar Guild: Michelle & Glenn Kraebel 

Communion Assistant:  Eileen Kiener 

Ushers:  Frieda Hacic & Chelsea Slagor 

Closer:  Pastor Rebecca 

Flowers:  Brandel, Parr Family 
  

September 9 – 9:30 a.m. 

Acolyte:  Kayla Cooper   

Lector:  Debbie LaBounty  

Altar Guild: Monica & Marione Smith 

Communion Assistant:  Sherry Cruz 

Ushers:  Al & Barb Dittenhauser 

Closer:  Alex Suto 

Flowers:  Karlinski Family, Parr Family   
  

Sept 16 – 9:30 a.m. 

Acolyte:  Makaela Day   

Lector:  Eileen Kiener   

Altar Guild: Jan & Dave Freund 

Communion Assistant:  Debbie LaBounty  

Ushers:  Glenn & Michelle Kraebel     

Closer:  Dave Freund 

Flowers:  Cruz Family, LaBounty Family  
  

Sept 23 – 9:30 a.m. 

Acolyte:  Bailey Barzycki   

Lector:  Frieda Hacic   

Altar Guild:  Donna Danner 

Communion Assistant: Paul Moon  

Ushers:  Chelsea Gill & Irma Rosati     

Closer:  Denise Myers   

Flowers:  Numeracki Family, 1 available   
 

Sept 30 – 9:30 a.m. 

Acolyte:  Ella Cooper 

Lector:  Bob Barzycki 

Altar Guild:  Susan Karlinski 

Communion Assistant:  Susan Karlinski 

Ushers:  Scott & Debbie LaBounty 

Closer:  Eileen Kiener 

Flowers:  Hacic Family, Dittenhauser Family 
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SEPTEMBER CELEBRATIONS 
 

Birthdays: 
   

1   Gisela Koehler  
3  Brynn Marie Hessel 

5 Lynn Czajka 

6 Deanna Shafer 

9 Janet Koch 

10 Kaitlyn Grzybek 

 Jami Fairchild 

 Logan Walters 

13 Mercedes Smith 

 Russell Lamb 

 Audrey Safi-Connors 

14 Jennifer Schugardt 

17 Mary Lou Kisker 

18 Mason Cruz 

19 Matthew Haberl 

 Kenneth Schrader 

20 Isabella Stutzman 

21   Frank Podpora 

  Logan Krzemien 

25 Angela Tulumello 

 Monica Slagor 

26 Peter Roesser 

 Emilena Hacic 

28   Duane Grzybek 

  

Anniversaries: 

 
  2 Dana & Jacob Reeves 

  9 Ken & Michele Fuerst 

   Tom & Debbie Brunner 

 13 Joyce & Richard Smith 

 14 Robert & Cynthia McLaughlin 

 15 Penny Rosenberg & Wayne Rajewski 

 17 Suzanne Kingsbury & Kristian Alex 

 18 Frank & Carol Podpora 

 30 Randy & Jim Dunkleman 
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IN OUR THOUGHTS & PRAYERS 
The family and friends of Hedy Bellomo, Eleanor Tinkham, Edward Robertson, 

Glenda Clepper, Fran Bainbridge, Sam Castellani, Carol Hanes, Galen Mentzer, 

Marge Day, Linda O’Connell, Dennis Nowicki, and Phil Melillo 

 

Please remember in your prayers:   
Michelle Wutz  Love Kullerkupp  Sherry Cruz (H) 

Barbara Hudack  Jessica Wood  Shelly Hill Tuturino 

Joyce DeMarco Brunner Edward Miller  Willie Rose 

Jim Ryan  Gay Gambin  Lyla Grace Stanley & family 

Doug Luengen (H) Dick Smith (H)  Kristen Edwards 

Jim Haas  Brynn & parents  Bob Rogers 

Barb Dittenhauser (H) Keith Nosbisch  Marisa Moon 

Ruth Boehringer (H) Gisela Koehler (H) Bert Dunn Sr. 

Dona Grzybek (GGN) Arlene Falgiano  (EL) Andrew Lotocki 

Conrad Walters, Jr. (H) Nicole Weitzsacker Regina Rogers  

Cheryl Hinkle (H) Sherley Piechocki John Elias (H) 

Selma Kullerkupp (H) Florence Kowalewski Michael Paasch 

Rev. Jeff Leeman  David Okel  Jean Hess (H) 

Grace Lichtenberger (H) Velma Meyer (ACEA) Janet Koch (H) 

Doreen Brumbaugh (H) Jack Kling (H)  Donna Emser Jacobs (H) 

Ed Baumann (H)  Norma Roberts (H) Stephanie Maisch & family 

Kris Carter  Russell Neu  Tim O’Connor  

Brianne Tulumello (H) Gerry Miller   
        
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, Presiding Bishop       

The Rev. John Macholz, Upstate New York Synod Bishop 

ELCZ Bishop Stephen Dube; ELCZA Bishop N. Shava 

Episcopal Bishop:  The Rev. Dr. R. William Franklin 

Robert Dittenhauser, USAF; Edward Hoak, 

Suzanne Kingsbury, USAF; Sr.Chief Gregory Krumholtz, USN,  Daniel 

McBurney, Air Force; Steven Kaun, USAF- in Iraq,  

Adam McCormick, USAF, Andrew Parr, USAFTSGT Special Forces,  

All public servants and those in authority 
 

Key:     ACEA – Absolut Care, East Aurora 

H = Home       ACOP – Absolut Care, Orchard Park 

BW – Beechwood Continuing Care BGH—Buffalo General Hospital   

ECMC—Erie County Medical Center    TC– Tennyson Court 
GFSN—Greenfield Skilled Nursing GFR—Greenfield Rehab. 

MCY—Mercy Hospital     GGN—Garden Gate Nursing, Cheektowaga 

MFS—Millard Fillmore Suburban  NLH—Niagara Lutheran Home 
SJ—St. Joseph Hospital   SHC—Seneca Health Care Center 

SRS—Sisters Hospital   RPCI—Roswell Park Cancer Institute 

EL—Elderwood at Lakewood   W&C—Women & Children’s  
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WELCOME TO THE FAMILY OF CHRIST 
 

We welcomed Anthony Monaco, the son of Joseph Monaco & 

Jessica Dysard to our family through baptism on August 26.  

Welcome Anthony! 

 

ADULT EDUCATION 
 

Get ready for a great year of exploring your faith with others who 

are equally curious and questioning as you! While we will be joining 

our friends for GIFT on September 9th, we will kick off our year on 

September 16th following worship at 10:30 a.m. Come with your 

ideas, topics you are interested, and or any questions. We can’t wait 

for another great year! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEAVE A LEGACY 
 

Give a gift that lasts beyond a lifetime.  Easiest ways to impact the 

future of your church: remember us in your will, include us in your 

retirement plan, purchase life insurance, set up a trust fund.  Need 

help getting started?  Contact any member of the Prince of Peace 

Board of Managers. 
 

CURRENT COLLECTIONS 
 

Current collections include our clothing shed and paper recycling in 

the back near the garage.  Soda can tabs to benefit Ronald McDonald 

House are collected in the kitchen.  Cans and bottles are collected 

near the exit of Reformation Hall.  Our food collection, found in the 

narthex, benefits the Tri-Community Food Pantry. 
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LIVING OUR FAITH 
 

One of the gifts that the members of Prince of Peace have, is the 

ability to talk about with one another where they see God at work in 

the world and where they are in their faith journey. Neither of these 

two things is easy. So in a particularly insane moment, Pastor 

Rebecca decided that it might be fun to put together a short video 

series of people from POP talking about how they make connections 

between their faith and life, and how their relationship with POP 

makes a difference.  This project is just in it’s infancy, but the hope 

is to eventually share these videos on Facebook, our website, etc. If 

you are interested in participating, please speak with Pastor 

Rebecca! 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS! 
 

Mark your calendars now for 

these upcoming events! 

October 12th – 1st 

Annual Pancake Breakfast 

October 27th – Trunk or 

Treat 

 

BIBLE STUDY 
 

Thursday evening dinner Bible 

study begins again September 

6th at 6:30 p.m. Watch the bulletin for more information! 

 

A WALK TO REMEMBER 
 

Join the GreenFields Continuing Care Community on September on 

Tuesday, September 11th at 11:00 a.m. as they host A Walk to 

Remember, an onsite fundraiser to benefit our local chapter of the 

Alzheimer’s Association. At which time, we will recognize our 

residents’ and families’ as the guests of honor. All proceeds raised 

will help the Alzheimer’s Association fund groundbreaking 

research, and to provide education, free information and supportive 

services to those who need them. 
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SEPTEMBER 21: INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEACE 
 

Global migration has reached unprecedented numbers, and cultural 

polarization is only one result, resulting in conflicts between 

neighbors. Lutherans in Liberia, Zimbabwe, South Sudan, and 

Columbia are leading the way in moving people beyond conflict 

toward reconciliation. 
 

Liberia: When the 15-year civil conflict ended in 2003, women who 

had been instrumental in ending it formed a group called Women in 

Peacebuilding Network. In fact, one of the women, Leymah 

Gbowee, a member of the Lutheran Church in Liberia, won the 

Nobel Peace Prize. They monitor the progress of the peace 

agreement between the government and the rebel leaders, document 

violations, and intervene with actions of peace and reconciliation. 
 

Zimbabwe: Zimbabwean churches historically have aided the 

victims of politically motivated violence, but in order to help 

prevent the violence, they launched the Ecumenical Church Leaders 

Forum, led by retired Bishop Ambrose Moyo of the ELCZ. 88 local 

committees are now in place, trained in conflict prevention, 

management, resolution and peace building.  
 

S. Sudan: Regional violence in S. Sudan has forced people to flee, 

only to find they become neighbors of people from their rival ethnic 

group. Last year, the Lutheran Center opened in Juba, the capital, 

offering worship, education, health care, and healing. School 

children have quiet place to do homework, women are learning to 

sew, and medical staff attends to the ailing. It gives them hope for 

the future, and, in turn, a reason not to pick up firearms and fight. 
 

The ELCA directly or indirectly supports these initiatives. Your 

mission support helps bring peace to places that have known 

lifetimes of war.   
 

Blessings, Marcia Brown, Mission Interpreter 
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MARISA MOON 

Marisa officially started seminary in the beginning of August with 

an intensive Greek class after a loving 

farewell from all of us at POP. The 

upcoming year for Marisa will be full of 

classes, the beginning of some field 

education, and a summer working as a 

chaplain. With all that going on, Marisa 

could definitely use not just our thoughts 

and prayers, but some notes and cards to 

encourage her and remind her that she is 

not alone. If you would like to send Marisa 

a card or a care package, these can be 

mailed to: 

 Marisa Moon 

 ULS, Philadelphia Campus 

7301 Germantown Ave. 

Philadelphia, PA 19119  

 

A NOTE FROM DARLENE SCHWENK 

Dear Friends at Prince of Peace –  

Due to recent changes in worship service times, I have transferred 

my membership to St. John’s Lutheran Church in Depew. I will 

maintain an associate membership at Prince of Peace and continue 

to serve as president of WELCA. However, I could not leave without 

expressing my thanks to all of you for your friendship and support. 

The people at Prince of Peace are a special group. You are extremely 

welcoming and very caring individuals. The special gatherings, like 

Buffalo Night and spaghetti dinners, are like getting together with 

family. You have supported me in good times and especially in the 

bad times and I cannot thank you enough. I will always cherish the 

Bible presented to me by Pastor Rebecca when I became a member 

and the prayer shawl I received when I lost my husband. Most of all, 

I will miss your hugs. But I will come visit on occasion just so I can 

catch up on those. So to the WELCA ladies, sorry but you are not 

free of me yet. To the rest of you, I will think of you often and would 

include a great big group hug in this letter if it were physically 

possible. All my love, Darlene Schwenk 
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COMMUNITY GARDEN 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

NEW FALL SCHEDULE 

9:30 a.m. Worship 

10:30 a.m. Faith Formation (SCS, Adult Ed, GIFT, Confirmation) 

 

WEBSITE:   

WWW.POPDEPEW.ORG 

EMAIL:  OFFICE@POPDEPEW.ORG 

PASTOR@POPDEPEW.ORG 

 

PRINTS OF PEACE DEADLINE 

Articles for the October/November Newsletter are due by Monday, 

September 17.  Please leave your articles in the office or e-mail them 

to office@popdepew.org.   

http://www.popdepew.org/
mailto:OFFICE@POPDEPEW.ORG

